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Report

The History Department of Government General Degree College, Tehatta, organized a one-day seminar on
‘History and Historiography' on 22nd September 2022. Thirty-six students participated in the seminar,
employing various research methodologies, including critical analysis, historiographical examination, and
interdisciplinary approaches. Dr. Shibsankar Pal, the head of the institute, delivered the welcome speech
with insightful thoughts. Mr. Raghunath Roy, Head of the Department of History, presented the theme
address, perfectly describing the evolution of historiography in history writings on kings, war, and state,
including diverse topics like polity and society. He emphasized the importance of objective history writing,
citing Ranke's theory.

The core session began with Sunita Mondal, a third-semester student, speaking on the nature of history and
its descriptions by scholars, utilizing a qualitative research approach. She concluded with E.H. Carr's
observation that history is an unending dialogue between past and present. Rimpa Dey, another student,
presented on the importance of history reading in the present day, highlighting its relevance to
understanding heritage and ethnicity, employing a mixed-methods approach.

After the tea break, Mr. Gopal Mandal, assistant professor of history, spoke on the historiography of the
imperial and Cambridge schools, critically analyzing primary sources. He addressed how imperialists and
Cambridge historians distorted Indian history. Students Sourav Biswas, Maya Bairagya, and Rakesh Dhar
presented on nationalist thoughts, Marxist analysis, and subaltern historiography, respectively, using
various research methodologies. Mr. Pritin Dutta, assistant professor of political science, also addressed the
topic. The convenor, Mr. Pallabi Chatterjee, summarized the addressed topics in his keynote speech,
emphasizing the importance of interdisciplinary research. The seminar concluded with a vote of thanks
delivered by Dr. Sibsankar Pal, OIC of Government General Degree College, Tehatta.
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Officer-in-charge
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One-day Seminar on History and Historiography
Organized by: Department of History in collaboration with Internal Quality Assessment Cell (IQAC),
Government General Degree College, Tehatta

Date: 22nd September, 2022 Time: 11:00 am
Venue: Lecture Theatre, Govt. General Degree College, Tehatta, Nadia, West Bengal

Programme Schedule:

1. Registration (10:30 am - 11:00 am)

2. Inaugural Song (11:10 am)

3. Welcome Note by Dr. Sibsankar Pal (O.1.C) (11:20 am)

4. Theme Address by Raghunath Roy (11:35 am)

5. Tea Break (12:20 pm - 12:30 pm)

6. Special Lecture by Gopal Mandal and Pritin Dutta (12:30 pm - 1:00 pm)
7. Vote of Thanks by Dr. Sibsankar Pal (O.1.C) (1:15 pm)

Dr. Sibsankar Pal
Officer-in-charge
Govt. Gen. Degree College, Tehatta
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Exploring the Research Methodology of History by Pallabi Chatterjee
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Historiography of the Imperial and Cambridge Schools by Gopal Mandal
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Importance of History by Rimpa Dey (3" semester)
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Nationalist Historiography by Sourav Biswas (5" semester)
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