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Nabarun Bhattacharya: Manan O Darshan
Edited by Adway Chowdhuri & Arka Chattopadhyay

ISBN : 978-93-88747-13-4
© Boibhashik Prokashoni
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CHAPTER 13

Lifting ‘the Quilt’: Ismat Chughtai’s
A Life in Words and the Subversion

of the Normative

SASWATA KUSARI

Ismat Chughtai, often considered to be one of South-Asia’s fore-
most and feisty woman writers, can also be referred to as described
by M. Asaduddin, the translator of her memoir as one of ‘Urdu
literature’s most courageous and controversial writers and its most
resolute iconoclast’ (4 Life 9). In her lifetime, Chughtai gave rise
to heated controversies by transcending the mythical' limits set for
women. In order to appreciate the truly courageous and subversive
spirit of Chughtai one has to analyse her life and times carefully.
Ismat Chughtai was born in 1915 in a typical Muslim house-
hold in Uttar Pradesh in undivided India. The year of her birth
allows one to assume that she must have been brought up in one of
those orthodox families that often perceived women as the inferior
other. That Chughtai was a victim of such an attitude becomes
clear when she narrates, rather humorously, in her autobiographi-
cal work A Life in Words, how her family and friends did their best

to stop her from getting education. She writes,

Sending us to a boarding school caused a great uproar. The entire family
threatened to boycott us, saying that my father was making his daughters
Christians, that it would be difficult to marry us off and that he would have
to maintain us all our lives. Amma shed bitter tears. Abba finally gave in. His
friends also advised him to withdraw my sisters from school as, according to
them, to educate a girl was worse than prostitution. (A4 Life 72)
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https://tehattagovtcollege.ac.in/Pdf/Publication/Book/Bengali/%E0%A6%AC%E0%A6%99%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%97%E0%A7%80%E0%A7%9F%20%E0%A6%97%E0%A7%80%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%BE%20%E0%A6%AA%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%AA%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%B6%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A8%20%E0%A6%93%20%E0%A6%AA%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%AA%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A0.pdf
https://tehattagovtcollege.ac.in/Pdf/Publication/Book/Bengali/%E0%A6%AC%E0%A6%99%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%97%E0%A7%80%E0%A7%9F%20%E0%A6%97%E0%A7%80%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%BE%20%E0%A6%AA%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%AA%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%B6%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A8%20%E0%A6%93%20%E0%A6%AA%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%AA%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A0.pdf
https://tehattagovtcollege.ac.in/Pdf/Publication/Book/Bengali/%E0%A6%AC%E0%A6%99%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%97%E0%A7%80%E0%A7%9F%20%E0%A6%97%E0%A7%80%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%BE%20%E0%A6%AA%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%AA%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%B6%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A8%20%E0%A6%93%20%E0%A6%AA%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%AA%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A0.pdf
https://tehattagovtcollege.ac.in/Pdf/Publication/Book/Bengali/%E0%A6%AC%E0%A6%99%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%97%E0%A7%80%E0%A7%9F%20%E0%A6%97%E0%A7%80%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%BE%20%E0%A6%AA%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%AA%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%B6%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A8%20%E0%A6%93%20%E0%A6%AA%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%AA%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A0.pdf
https://tehattagovtcollege.ac.in/Pdf/Publication/Book/Bengali/%E0%A6%AC%E0%A6%99%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%97%E0%A7%80%E0%A7%9F%20%E0%A6%97%E0%A7%80%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%BE%20%E0%A6%AA%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%AA%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%B6%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A8%20%E0%A6%93%20%E0%A6%AA%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%AA%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A0.pdf
https://tehattagovtcollege.ac.in/Pdf/Publication/Book/Bengali/%E0%A6%AC%E0%A6%99%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%97%E0%A7%80%E0%A7%9F%20%E0%A6%97%E0%A7%80%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%BE%20%E0%A6%AA%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%AA%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%B6%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A8%20%E0%A6%93%20%E0%A6%AA%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%AA%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A0.pdf
https://tehattagovtcollege.ac.in/Pdf/Publication/Book/Bengali/%E0%A6%AC%E0%A6%99%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%97%E0%A7%80%E0%A7%9F%20%E0%A6%97%E0%A7%80%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%BE%20%E0%A6%AA%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%AA%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%B6%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A8%20%E0%A6%93%20%E0%A6%AA%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%AA%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A0.pdf
https://tehattagovtcollege.ac.in/Pdf/Publication/Book/Bengali/%E0%A6%AC%E0%A6%99%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%97%E0%A7%80%E0%A7%9F%20%E0%A6%97%E0%A7%80%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%BE%20%E0%A6%AA%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%AA%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%B6%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A8%20%E0%A6%93%20%E0%A6%AA%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%AA%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A0.pdf
https://tehattagovtcollege.ac.in/Pdf/Publication/Book/Bengali/%E0%A6%AC%E0%A6%99%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%97%E0%A7%80%E0%A7%9F%20%E0%A6%97%E0%A7%80%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%BE%20%E0%A6%AA%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%AA%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%B6%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A8%20%E0%A6%93%20%E0%A6%AA%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%AA%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A0.pdf
https://tehattagovtcollege.ac.in/Pdf/Publication/Book/Bengali/%E0%A6%AC%E0%A6%99%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%97%E0%A7%80%E0%A7%9F%20%E0%A6%97%E0%A7%80%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%BE%20%E0%A6%AA%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%AA%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%B6%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A8%20%E0%A6%93%20%E0%A6%AA%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%AA%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A0.pdf
https://tehattagovtcollege.ac.in/Pdf/Publication/Book/Bengali/%E0%A6%AC%E0%A6%99%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%97%E0%A7%80%E0%A7%9F%20%E0%A6%97%E0%A7%80%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%BE%20%E0%A6%AA%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%AA%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%B6%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A8%20%E0%A6%93%20%E0%A6%AA%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%AA%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A0.pdf
https://tehattagovtcollege.ac.in/Pdf/Publication/Book/Bengali/%E0%A6%AC%E0%A6%99%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%97%E0%A7%80%E0%A7%9F%20%E0%A6%97%E0%A7%80%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%BE%20%E0%A6%AA%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%AA%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%B6%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A8%20%E0%A6%93%20%E0%A6%AA%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%AA%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A0.pdf
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“The sum total of the knowledge, skill, and practices based on
the theories, beliefs and experiences indigenous to different cultures,
whether explicable or not— used in the maintenance of health as well as
in the prevention, diagnosis, improvement or treatment of physical and
mental illness™*
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Government of West Bengal

. e-mail : tehattagovtcollege@gmail.com
Office of the Principal : rig

Web : tehattagovtcollege.ac.in
Ph. :03471-250100

GOVERNMENT GENERAL DEGREE COLLEGE, TEHATTA

Tehatta, Nadia, Pin-741160

Number of books and chapters in edited volumes/books published and papers
published in national/ international conference proceedings per teacher during last

five year
Year 2022
Sl Name of the Title of the Title of the Name of Link to the source website
No. teacher book/chapters paper the
published publisher
1| Gopal Mondal BRI B BRI oafste | https://tehattagovtcollege.ac.in/Pdf/Publ
VB G EIEUCE ] VR GED Hrqfemyrsf | ication/Book/History/%EQ%A6%AE%E
A Wﬁ o= VA 0%A6%95%E0%A7%8DY%E0%AL6%B
e \:W T%E0%AG6%BF%EQ0%AG%A3YEQ%NA
6% ACYEQ%AE%I9%E0%AT7%EDWE
0%A6%97%EQ0%AT7%87%E0%A6%B0O
%20%E0%A6%86%E0%AG6%IEYEQD
%A7%ED%HEC%AE%IAWEV%NAEY%B2
Y%E0%AG%BF%EO0%AG6%95%20%EQ
%A6%87%EQ0%AE6%A4%E0%AGYBE
%E0%AE6%BI%EQ%AGY%BE%EQY%AL
%B8Y%EQ0%AT7%87%20%EQ0%A6%AS
Y%EO0%AGY%AG%EN%AT7%E0%EOYAL
Y%AFNEO0%AG6%BC%EO0%AE%BEY%20
%E0%A6%93%20%E0%A%AEEQD
%A7%81%E0%AEY%B6%E0%AE%BE
Y%EQ0%ABG%AE%E0%ALEY%BEYEQ%AGL
%ACYE0%AE%BEYEN%AE%AGL.pdf
2 Shubhadip Sandipan Sandipan Boibhashik | https://tehattagovtcollege.ac.in/Pdf/Publ
Debnath Chattopadhyay: (Vasha) Prakashani | ication/Book/Bengali/Sandipan%20Chat
Manan O Darshan Pathshala’ topadhyay%20Manan%200%20Darsha
n.pdf

Hois

Dr. Sibsankar Pal
Officer-in-charge
Govt. Gen. Degree College, Tehatta
Nadia-741160



https://tehattagovtcollege.ac.in/Pdf/Publication/Book/History/%E0%A6%A6%E0%A6%95%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B7%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%A3%E0%A6%AC%E0%A6%99%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%97%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B0%20%E0%A6%86%E0%A6%9E%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%9A%E0%A6%B2%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%95%20%E0%A6%87%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%B9%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%B8%E0%A7%87%20%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%A6%E0%A7%80%E0%A6%AF%E0%A6%BC%E0%A6%BE%20%E0%A6%93%20%E0%A6%AE%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%B6%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%A6%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%AC%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A6.pdf
https://tehattagovtcollege.ac.in/Pdf/Publication/Book/History/%E0%A6%A6%E0%A6%95%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B7%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%A3%E0%A6%AC%E0%A6%99%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%97%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B0%20%E0%A6%86%E0%A6%9E%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%9A%E0%A6%B2%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%95%20%E0%A6%87%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%B9%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%B8%E0%A7%87%20%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%A6%E0%A7%80%E0%A6%AF%E0%A6%BC%E0%A6%BE%20%E0%A6%93%20%E0%A6%AE%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%B6%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%A6%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%AC%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A6.pdf
https://tehattagovtcollege.ac.in/Pdf/Publication/Book/History/%E0%A6%A6%E0%A6%95%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B7%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%A3%E0%A6%AC%E0%A6%99%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%97%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B0%20%E0%A6%86%E0%A6%9E%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%9A%E0%A6%B2%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%95%20%E0%A6%87%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%B9%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%B8%E0%A7%87%20%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%A6%E0%A7%80%E0%A6%AF%E0%A6%BC%E0%A6%BE%20%E0%A6%93%20%E0%A6%AE%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%B6%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%A6%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%AC%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A6.pdf
https://tehattagovtcollege.ac.in/Pdf/Publication/Book/History/%E0%A6%A6%E0%A6%95%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B7%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%A3%E0%A6%AC%E0%A6%99%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%97%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B0%20%E0%A6%86%E0%A6%9E%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%9A%E0%A6%B2%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%95%20%E0%A6%87%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%B9%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%B8%E0%A7%87%20%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%A6%E0%A7%80%E0%A6%AF%E0%A6%BC%E0%A6%BE%20%E0%A6%93%20%E0%A6%AE%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%B6%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%A6%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%AC%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A6.pdf
https://tehattagovtcollege.ac.in/Pdf/Publication/Book/History/%E0%A6%A6%E0%A6%95%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B7%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%A3%E0%A6%AC%E0%A6%99%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%97%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B0%20%E0%A6%86%E0%A6%9E%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%9A%E0%A6%B2%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%95%20%E0%A6%87%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%B9%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%B8%E0%A7%87%20%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%A6%E0%A7%80%E0%A6%AF%E0%A6%BC%E0%A6%BE%20%E0%A6%93%20%E0%A6%AE%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%B6%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%A6%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%AC%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A6.pdf
https://tehattagovtcollege.ac.in/Pdf/Publication/Book/History/%E0%A6%A6%E0%A6%95%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B7%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%A3%E0%A6%AC%E0%A6%99%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%97%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B0%20%E0%A6%86%E0%A6%9E%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%9A%E0%A6%B2%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%95%20%E0%A6%87%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%B9%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%B8%E0%A7%87%20%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%A6%E0%A7%80%E0%A6%AF%E0%A6%BC%E0%A6%BE%20%E0%A6%93%20%E0%A6%AE%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%B6%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%A6%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%AC%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A6.pdf
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